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REISSUE DECLARATION OF INVENTORS 
FOR REISSUE OF U.S. PATENT 6.234.541 UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1,175 



We, Wayne M. Wagner residing at 120 Redwood Drive, Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124; 
John T. Herman residing at 6 Pinehurst Drive, Dellwood, Minnesota 551 10; Michael J. Protas 
residing at 3030 Sumter Avenue North, Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427; and James P. Shields 
residing at 1 106 Buckcreek Boulevard, Fairbank, Iowa 50629 all citizens of the United States of 
America, declare as follows: 

1 . We believe that we are the original inventors of the invention described and 
claimed in U.S. Patent No. 6,234,541 Bl, granted on May 22, 2001, for which we solicit a 
reissue patent. 



2. We hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any 
United States and PCT international application(s) listed below: 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS 


09/025,895 


18 FEBRUARY 1998 


ABANDONED 


PCT APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS 









3. We have reviewed and understand the contents of the specification and claims of 
this application, including reissue claims 32-46 added by preliminary amendment. We believe 
the above-identified patent is partly inoperative by reason of claiming less than we had the right, 
to claim in the patent. Specifically, it was an error to fail to include in the above-identified 
patent, claims such as those set forth in reissue claims 32-46. 

4. Specifically, it was an error, for example, not to include a claim such as claim 32, 
which has been reproduced below next to originally issued claim 1. Claim 32 has been reworded 
as compared to claim 1 to provide a different scope of coverage. It was an error not to include 
such a claim, with the reworded limitations. 



Original Claim 1 


Claim 32 


A clamp comprising: 


A clamp comprising: 


a saddle member having a concave 
saddle portion; 


a saddle member having a concave saddle 
region; 




a first curved shim secured to the 
concave saddle region of the saddle 
member; 
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Original Claim 1 


Claim 32 


a U-bolt mounted on the saddle 
member, the U-bolt having a concave 
portion oriented opposed to the saddle 
member concave saddle portion; and 


a U-shaped structure mounted on the 
saddle member, the U-shaped structure 
including spaced-apart threaded legs and 
a second curved shim that extends 
between the threaded legs, the second 
curved shim being positioned to oppose 
the first curved shim; 


at least one shim positioned between 
the U-bolt and the saddle member, 


(see first and second shims recited above) 


the shim being made of metal and 
forming substantially a full cylinder at 
least when the saddle member and the 
U-bolt are drawn completely together. 


the first and second shims being made of 
metal and forming substantially a full 
cylinder at least when the saddle member 
and the U-shaped structure are drawn 
completely together. 



In addition, it was an error, for example, not to include a claim such as claim 40, which 
has been reproduced below next to originally issued claim 1 . Claim 40 has been reworded as to 
claim 1 to provide a different scope of coverage. It was an error not to include such a claim, with 
the reworded limitations. 



Original Claim 1 


Claim 40 


A clamp comprising: 


A clamp comprising: 


a saddle member having a concave 
saddle portion; 


a saddle member having a concave saddle 
region; 




a first curved shim secured to the 
concave saddle region of the saddle 
member; 



3 



.1. 0 3 -fi! „ -US ii::!!! .1. J3 3 



Original Claim 1 


Claim 40 


a U-bolt mounted on the saddle 
member, the U-bolt having a concave 
portion oriented opposed to the saddle 
member concave saddle portion; and 


a bolt structure mounted on the saddle 
member, the bolt structure including 
spaced-apart threaded legs, the bolt 
structure being connected to a second 
curved shim that extends between the 
spaced-apart threaded legs, the second 
curved shim being positioned to oppose 
the first curved shim; 


at least one shim positioned between 
the U-bolt and the saddle member, 


(see first and second shims recited above) 


the shim being made of metal and 
forming substantially a full cylinder at 
least when the saddle member and the 
U-bolt are drawn completely together. 


the first and second shims being made of 
metal and forming substantially a full 
cylinder at least when the saddle member 
and the bolt structure are drawn 
completely together. 



In addition, it was an error, for example, not to include a claim such as claim 44, which 
has been reproduced below next to originally issued claim 27. 

Claim 44 has been reworded as compared to claim 27 to provide a different scope of 
coverage. It was an error not to include such a claim with reworded limitations. 



Original Claim 27 


Claim 44 


A clamp comprising: 


A clamp comprising: 


a saddle member having a concave 
saddle portion; 


a saddle member having a concave saddle 
portion; 


a U-bolt mounted on the saddle 
member, the U-shaped structure having 
a concave portion oriented opposed to 
the saddle member concave saddle 
portion; 


a U-shaped structure mounted on the 
saddle member, the U-shaped structure 
having a concave portion oriented 
opposed to the saddle member concave 
saddle portion; 
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Original Claim 27 


Claim 44 


a first curved shim secured to the 
saddle member concave saddle portion, 
the first curved shim being made of 
metal; 


a first curved sealing plate secured to the 
saddle member concave saddle portion, 
the first curved sealing plate being made 
of metal; 


a second curved shim secured to the U- 
bolt concave portion, the second shim 

UCmg IUoUC OJ mCLal, allU II IC lll&L 

curved shim having a concave side 
opposed to a concave side of the 
second curved shim; and 


a second curved sealing plate defining the 
concave portion of the U-shaped 
stnir tnre the second sealiner nlate beinff 
made of metal, and the first curved 
sealing plate having a concave side 
opposed to the concave portion of the 
second curved sealing plate; and 


the first curved shim covering at least a 
central, mid-region of the concave 
saddle portion. 


the first curved sealing plate covering at 
least a central, mid-region of the concave 
saddle portion. 



5. All errors being corrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive 
intention on our part. 

6. We acknowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to the 
examination of this application in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 

7. We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of the Title 18 of the United 
States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 
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Date: 

Wayne M. Wagner 



Date: 

John T. Herman 



Date: 

Michael J. Protas 



Date: 

James P. Shields 
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To the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks: Please record the attached original documents or copy thereof. 



I . Name of conveying party(ies): 



Wayne M. Wagner 
John T. Herman 
Michael J. Protas 
James P. Shields 




Additional name(a) of conveying party(ies) attached? □ Yea B No 



\Q 3. Nature of conveyance: 
w 153 Assignment 

Security Agreement 



2. Name and address of receiving party(ies): 

DONALDSON COMPANY, INC. 
1400 West 94th Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55431 



Additional name(s) & address(es) attached? □ Yes H No 



Other: 



Q Merger 



Change of Name 



Execution Date: February 26, 1999, March 5, 1999, 
March 15, 1999 

4. Application numbers) or patent numbers): 

If this document is being filed together with a new application, the execution date of the application is: 
A. Patent Application No.(s) B. Patent No.(s) 

09/228,921 

Additional numbers attached? □ Yes B No 



5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence concerning 
document should be mailed: 

Name; David G. Schmaltz 
Address: Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, 
Welter & Schmidt 

3100 Norwest Center 

90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4131 



6. Total number of applications and patents involved: 1 

7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41): $40.00 

M Enclosed 

□ Authorized to be charged to deposit account 

8. Please charge any additional fees or credit any 
overpayments to our Deposit account number: 1 3-2725 



DO NOT USE THIS 




9. Statement and signature: 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoing informajjbn i: 
original document. 



David G. Schmaltz 




Name of Person Signing 



Signature ~x 

Totatnumber 



id any attached copy is a true copy of the 
March \ ,1999 



Date 

of pages including cover sheet, attachments, and document: S 



: Do not detach this portion 

Mail documents to be recorded with required cover sheet information to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box Assignments 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Public burden reporting for this sample cover sheet is estimated to average about 30 minutes per document to be recorded, including time for reviewing the 
document and gathering the data needed, and completing and reviewing the sample cover sheet. Send comments regarding this burden estimate to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, Office of information systems, PK2-1000C, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , and to me Office of Management and Budget. Paperwork 
Reduction Project (0651-001 1). Washington, D.C. 20503. 
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ASSIGNMENT 

WHEREAS, we, Wayne M. Wagner, residing at 120 Redwood Drive, Apple Valley, 
Minnesota 55 124, John T. Herman, residing at 6 Pinehurst Drive, Dellwood, Minnesota 55 1 10, Michael 
J. Protas, residing at 3030 Sumter Ave. N., Golden Valley, Minnesota 55427 and James P. Shields, 
residing at 1 106 Buckcreek Blvd., Fairbank, Iowa 50629, made certain new and useful inventions and 
improvements for which we filed an application for Letters Patent of the United States on January 11, 
1999, which is entitled U-BOLT CLAMP FOR SEALING LAP JOINTS; 

AND WHEREAS, DONALDSON COMPANY, INC., a corporation organized and 
existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Delaware, and having an office and place of 
business at 1400 West 94th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55431 (hereinafter "Assignee") is desirous of 
acquiring the entire right, title and interest in and to said inventions, improvements and application and in 
and to the Letters Patent to be obtained therefor; 

NOW THEREFORE, to all whom it may concern, be it known that for and in 
consideration of the sum of One Dollar and other good and valuable considerations, the receipt and 
sufficiency whereof is hereby acknowledged, we have sold, assigned, and transferred, and by these 
presents do sell, assign and transfer unto said Assignee, its successors or assigns, the entire right, title and 
interest for all countries in and to all inventions and improvements disclosed in the aforesaid application, 
and in and to the application, all divisions, continuations, or renewals thereof, all Letters Patent which 
may be granted therefrom, and all reissues or extensions of such patents, and in and to any and all 
applications which have been or shall be filed in any foreign countries for Letters Patent on the inventions 
and improvements, including an assignment of all rights under the provisions of the International 
Convention, and all Letters Patent of foreign countries which may be granted therefrom; and we do 
hereby authorize and request the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue any and all United 
States Letters Patent for the aforesaid inventions and improvements to the Assignee as the assignee of the 
entire right, title and interest in and to the same, for the use of the Assignee, its successors and assigns. 

AND, for the consideration aforesaid, we do hereby agree that we and our executors and 
legal representatives will make, execute and deliver any and all other instruments in writing including any 
and all further application papers, affidavits, assignments and other documents, and will communicate to 
said Assignee, its successors and representatives all facts known to us relating to said improvements and 




the history thereof and will testify in all legal proceedings and generally do all things which may be 
necessary or desirable more effectually to secure to and vest in said Assignee, its successors or assigns 
the entire right, title and interest in and to the improvements, inventions, applications, Letters Patent, 
rights, titles, benefits, privileges and advantages hereby sold, assigned and conveyed, or intended so to 
be. 

AND, furthermore we covenant and agree with said Assignee, its successors and assigns, 
that no assignment, grant, mortgage, license or other agreement affecting the rights and property herein 
conveyed has been made to others by us and that full right to convey the same as herein expressed is 
possessed by us. 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 2-£> day of 



Wayne M. Wa|ner 



STATE OF^,. 



COUNTY OFSb/«_ 



) 

) ss. 
2) 



On this ^rt^j iay of 7**^ 19 before me personally appeared Wayne M. 
Wagner to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 



[SEAL] 

JOAN I ANDERSON 

| NOTARY PUBUC- MINNESOTA 

HENNEPIN COUNTY 
**y Ccmmlttlofl Expires Jin. 31 , 2000 ^ 

W VWAAAAAAAAAAAAAA^AAAAAAAAAAAAA^ K 
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2 



JL.:Q ; ^-l-3ii:'7S:di .^lISa.iL-O.S 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this day of 



<*ohnT. Herman 



STATE Qtr>Vc^^WXJ 
COUNTY Op=± 



) ss. 



On this Jlg^ day o £f)^<*^/>£^ 19 7% before me personally appeared John T. 
Herman to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 



J] JOAN I. ANDERSON 

I NOTARY PUBLIC- MINNESOTA 

HENNEPIN COUNTY 
' Ify Ccaffllislon Esptru Jan. 31, 2000 




*$S&ryjM>lic 



IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this SV^- day of 




Michael J. Protas 



STATE fffQ-), i 1 ,1 — -^=^ * 



COUNTY OE C/. . . 



) ss. 

) 



this _JjEL&Jay of fcy\q^ fj A ^ 19 ^9, before me personally appeared Michael J. 
Protas to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 



[SEAL] 

waaaaaaaaaaaaa/vnaaaa/naaaaaaaaaaaaaa; 

JOAN I. ANDERSON 

l NOTARY PU8UC-MlNNc30TA 

HENNEPIN COUNTY 
' Uf Commission Expired J&i. 31, 20C0 1 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this /^^ day of 




James P. Shields 



STATE OF J-OUJow ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF Pqyji^£Z> ) 

On this day of /HtfFcA » 19 before me personally appeared James P. 

Shields to me known and known to me to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and he duly acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the uses and purposes therein 
set forth. 



[SEAL] 

C+n^.^ Notary Public 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY 

Donaldson Company, Inc., is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the 
present reissue application by virtue of the assignment recorded at Reel 9877, Frame 0673 (see 
the Certificate Under 37 C.F.R. § 3.73(b) submitted herewith). 

The undersigned, who has authority to act on behalf of the assignee, hereby appoints: 



Ali, M. Jeffer Reg. No. 46,359 

Altera, Allan G. Reg. No. 40,274 

Anderson, Gregg I. Reg. No. 28,828 

Batzli, Brian H. Reg. No. 32,960 

Beard, John L. Reg. No. 27,612 

Berns, John M. Reg. No. 43,496 

Blackburn, Murrell W. Reg. No. 50,88 1 

Bortolotti, Rebecca Reg. No. 51 ,488 

Branch, John W. Reg. No. 41 ,633 

Brown, Jeffrey C. Reg. No. 41,643 
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Byrne, Linda M. Reg. No. 32,404 

Campbell, Keith Reg. No. 46,597 
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Cook, Jeffrey Reg. No. 48,649 



Daignault, Ronald A. Reg. No. 25,968 
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Daulton, Julie R. Reg. No. 36,414 
DeVries Smith, Katherine M. Reg. No. 42,157 

DiPietro, Mark J. Reg. No. 28,707 

Doscotch, Matthew A. Reg. No. 48,957 

Edell, Robert T. Reg. No. 20,1 87 

Epp Ryan, Sandra Reg. No. 39,667 

Fitzsimmons, Karen A. Reg. No. 50,470 

Franzen, Rick L. Reg. No. 5 1 ,702 

Gadiano, Christina M. Reg. No. 37,628 

Gaffhey, Matthew M. Reg. No. P-46,7 1 7 

Goff, Jared S. Reg. No. 44,716 

Goggin, Matthew J. Reg. No. 44, 1 25 

Golla, Charles E. Reg. No. 26,896 
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Gorman, Alan G. Reg. No. 38,472 

Gould, John D. Reg. No. 1 8,223 

Gregson, Richard Reg. No. 41 ,804 

Gresens, John J. Reg. No. 33,1 12 

Hamre, Curtis B. Reg. No. 29,165 

Hennings, Mark Reg. No. 48,982 

Hertzberg, Brett A. Reg. No. 42,660 

Hillson, Randall A. Reg. No. 31,838 

Hope, Leonard J. Reg. No. 44,774 

Hornsby, III, Alton Reg. No. 47,299 

Jacobson, Charlie A. Reg. No. P-53,061 

Johns, Nicholas P. Reg. No. 48,995 

Johnston, Scott W. Reg. No. 39,72 1 

Kalinsky, Robert A. Reg. No. 50,471 

Kettelberger, Denise Reg. No. 33,924 

Keys, Jeramie J. Reg. No. 42,724 

ICnearl, Homer L. Reg. No. 2 1 , 1 97 

Korver, Joshua W. Reg. No. 51,894 

Kowalchyk, Alan W. Reg. No. 31,535 
Kowalchyk, Katherine M. Reg. No. 36,848 

Lamberty, Michael Reg. No. 50,760 

Larson, James A. Reg. No. 40,443 

Leach HI, Thomas J. Reg. No. P-53,188 

Leonard, Christopher J. Reg. No. 41,940 

Lewis, George C. Reg. No. P-53,214 

Liepa, Mara E. Reg. No. 40,066 

McDonald, Daniel W. Reg. No. 32,044 
Mclntyre, Jr., William F. Reg. No. 44,921 

Mueller, Douglas P. Reg. No. 30,300 

Nelson, Anna M. Reg. No. 48,935 

Parsons, Nancy J. Reg. No. 40,364 

Pauly, Daniel M. Reg. No. 40,123 

Peterson, Kyle T. Reg. No. 46,989 

Phillips, John B. Reg. No. 37,206 



Pino, Mark J. Reg. No. 43,858 

Qualey, Terry Reg. No. 25,148 

Randall, Joshua N. Reg. No. 50,7 1 9 

Reich, John C. Reg. No. 37,703 

Reiland, Earl D. Reg. No. 25,767 

Schmaltz, David G. Reg. No. 39,828 

Schuman, Mark D. Reg. No. 3 1 , 1 97 

Schumann, Michael D. Reg. No. 30,422 

Scull, Timothy B. Reg. No. 42,137 

Sebald, Gregory A. Reg. No. 33,280 

Skoog, Mark T. Reg. No. 40,178 

Stewart, Alan R. Reg. No. 47,974 

Stoll-DeBell, Kirstin L. Reg. No. 43,1 64 

Sullivan, Timothy Reg. No. 47,98 1 

Sumner, John P. Reg. No. 29, 1 1 4 

Swenson, Erik G. Reg. No. 45, 1 47 

Tellekson, David K. Reg. No. 32,314 

Trembath, Jon R. Reg. No. 38,344 

Tunheim, Marcia A. Reg. No. 42, 1 89 

Undcrhill, Albert L. Reg. No. 27,403 

Vidovich, Kristin K. Reg. No. 41 ,448 

Wahl, John R. Reg. No. 33,044 

Welter, Paul A. Reg. No. 20,890 

Whitaker, John E. Reg. No. 42,222 

Wiegand, Jamie Reg. No. 52,361 

Wier, David D. Reg. No. 48,229 

Williams, Douglas J. Reg. No. 27,054 

Withers, James D. Reg. No. 40,376 

Wong, Bryan A. Reg. No. 50,836 

Wong, Thomas S. Reg. No. 48,577 

Xia, Tim Tingkang Reg. No. 45,242 

Zeuli, Anthony R. Reg. No. 45,255 



as attorneys and/or patent agents with the full power to represent the applicant in connection with 
this application. 

Please direct all correspondence to David G. Schmaltz, MERCHANT & GOULD P.C., 
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903, telephone (612)332-5300. 

Date: By: 

Name: 
Title: 
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Date: Date: 

Assignee of Original DONALDSON COMPANY, INC. 
Patent: 

Reissue Application FILED HEREWITH Attorney Docket No.: 758.748USRE 
Filing Date: 

Title: U-BOLT CLAMP FOR SEALING LAP JOINTS 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37CFR 1.10: 



•'Express Mail" mailinglabcl number: EV347850388US 
Oate of Deposil: May \ , 2003 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1. 10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to Mail Stop Reissue, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box/4f0, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 




CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 3.73(b) 

Donaldson Company, Inc., a corporation having a place of business at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the patent 
identified above by virtue of an assignment from the inventor of patent application Serial No. 
09/228,921 that issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,234,541 Bl on May 22, 2001 . The assignment was 
recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office on April 6, 1999, at Reel 9877, Frame 0673 (copies 
of the assignment and recordation document are attached). The assignment transferred all 
interest in the patent application to Donaldson Company, Inc. 

The undersigned has reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent 
application identified above and, to the best of undersigned's knowledge and belief, title is in the 
assignee identified above. 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to sign this statement on 
behalf of the assignee. 




I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that these 
statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the like so made, are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 

Please direct all correspondence in this application to David G. Schmaltz: 

MERCHANT & GOULD P, C 
P. O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612)332-5300 



Dated: Signed: 

Name: 
Title: 
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